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The primary purpose of this study is to appraise the current status of vocational
education in general high schools and strategies for its further development.
To accomplish the objectives of this study, the researchers first reviewed relevant
literature and statistical data to get an overview of the vocational courses in the general
high schools and to identify problems. Second, meetings were held with parties that
have expertise in the field to determine the details of the study contents and validate the
survey methodology. Third, a mail survey and field interviews were conducted among
principals, teachers, and students in those general high schools which offered vocational
courses. The survey and interviews were conducted in order to ascertain the problems,
perceptional differences, and needs for improvement in the various operating areas and
items of vocational courses. Finally, a seminar was held to present the study results as
well as to invite comments and open discussions. This paper concludes with the
strategies for further development of vocational education in general high schools.
Based on analysis of data collected, the following strategies for the development of
vocational education in general high school were devised in accordance with five course
operation areas:
First, educational planning and student selection;
- The educational purposes and functions should be reestablished by the
characteristic of the institutes.
- More teachers and staff exclusively dedicated to vocational education should be
assigned.
- A more positive social perception of vocational education should be nurtured.
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- A various core courses of vocational education should be designed and provided.
- The student selection procedure and method should be improved.
Second, composition and operation of the subject areas;
- The composition ratio of academic, major practice, and major theory subject areas
should be readjusted taking into account the type of operating institutes.
- The numbers of course subjects and students per class should be reduced.
- The students' level of understanding of the subjects' contents in educational
institutes should be enhanced.
- The duration of the courses of study should be diversified to secure students'
opportunities of selection
- Advancement into the higher education or industrial sectors after completion of
the course should be discussed and provided for by legal processes.
Third, educational facilities and equipment;
- The conditions of educational facilities and environment should be improved and
provided with more and better equipment.
- The scope of experiment/practice equipment and materials should be expanded.
Fourth, guidance;
- The students' drop-out rate should be decreased and the employment rate and the
qualification attainment rate should be increased.
- Academic and career guidance should be strengthened.
Fifth, administration and finance
- Student welfare in the institutes should be promoted and the students' sense of
belonging to the course should be encouraged.
- An incentive policy should be implemented by securing sufficient budget for the
operation of the course.
- An institutional assessment should be made to improve the quality of the
administration of the course.
